Over a period of 150 years, many Presbyterians le Ulster in search of religious freedom and a be er life.
The Rev. John Macky and his family found both in New Zealand.
Thomas Macky wrote to his brother John that the Irish Presbyterians would like to have a minister of their
own country, and in 1853 John received the blessing of the board of mission directors of the Presbyterian
Church of Ireland the Presbyterian Church of Ireland sent to take charge of the Tamaki district an area of
over 100 square miles.
Pioneering life was not in any way, easy. In a colony of less that twenty years since its founda-on, by
Western standards the land was undeveloped and people were o en very isolated. However, despite
these apparent shortcomings, they forged ahead in an a empt to tame their surroundings and create
their place in New Zealand’s early European se lement.
Besides Otahuhu (Papatoetoe), John Macky preached every Sabbath either in Onehunga, Panmure or
Howick, and made more distant excursions during the week conduc-ng services at Slippery Creek and
Wairoa.
His pioneering ministry required a lot of -me in the saddle, so the ﬁrst lesson for a colonial clergyman
was to learn to ride and to shoe a horse. John Macky’s horse, Jack, a gi from his brother, William, served
him faithfully for 27 years.
According to his obituary, one of the Rev. John Macky’s major milestones was his appointment as the ﬁrst
moderator of the Presbyterian Church in NZ at its founding assembly, in 1862.
He resigned from ac-ve du-es of the ministry, in December 1889.
There is no doubt that Rev. Macky served the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand well, in both his capacity as a revered elder, but as a compassionate and dedicated pastor .

" . . . there is an urgent call from the country." "What we want is a minister
whom the people will believe is a Presbyterian".
Thomas Macky, 1851

The quest for religious freedom

"We have now to chronicle the arrivals of Revs. J. Macky, T. Norrie, and R. McKinney. The
Church in them received a considerable addi-on to its ministerial strength. Three
ministers in three years was then an unwonted and welcome event. Ireland and Scotland
united in sending of their best to the Auckland ﬁeld. The Rev John Macky, a graduate of
the Glasgow University, brought with him much wisdom, gentleness, and grace from
Fahan, County Derry, Ireland, where in his na-ve land he laboured for some -me as
minister. He is one of the fathers of the Auckland district whose memory is to-day greatly
revered. During his long and faithful ministry of thirty-six years, he endeared himself to all
and was dis-nguished for his wise counsel in Presbytery and Assembly."

Taken from The History of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand by Rev. John Dickson (1899)
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